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The third and final PC-24 prototype, representing the series  
production standard, takes off on its maiden flight on 6 March.

Type certification becomes a reality! The PC-24 Super Versatile Jet
is certified by EASA and the FAA on 7 December.

Pilatus Defence Solutions Australia Pty Ltd, a  
new subsidiary, is created in mid-December. It is  
responsible for provision of local support to the 
PC-21s operated by the Royal Australian Air Force.

Pilatus trains over 120 apprentices for the first time in  
its history. The addition of two new subjects in the summer 
means Pilatus now offers instruction in a total of 13 different 
disciplines. Pilatus wins the National Training Prize in 
November.

The new Assembly Hall with a production surface 
of 10,000 square metres and space for some 
200 workplaces is commissioned in August. The 
solar plant on the roof is connected to the grid at 
the end of September. It is by far the largest in 
canton Nidwalden.

Handover of the 1,500th PC-12 to our loyal customer, Royal Flying 
Doctor Service of Australia, in June. 

The new Surface Treatment Centre goes into operation in September. New 
paint systems and modular booths ensure work of the highest quality. 

The subsidiary, Pilatus China Aircraft Industry 
(China) Co Ltd in Chongqing, which was opened 
to produce PC-6 components, is shut down as of 
September.
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The first customer delivery of a PC-24 takes place in February: the Super  
Versatile Jet goes to PlaneSense, based in the US. 

The first of two PC-21s is handed over to Qinetiq in England, operator of the  
prestigious test pilot training centre, the Empire Test Pilots’ School. 

June sees the PC-24 make its first landing on an unpaved 
runway in Woodbridge, England. 

Delivery of the 1,600th PC-12 in October.

Following much consultation and collabo-
ration, the Royal Flying Doctor Service of 
Australia took delivery of the first PC-24 
with medevac interior in November. 

The PC-12 and PC-24 completion centre opens in Broomfield, 
Colorado, in October. In the future, all PC-12s and PC-24s for 
delivery to the USA will be completed in the new proprietary 
facility.
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The last of a total of 17 PC-21s is handed over to the French 
Air Force in March – barely seven months after delivery of 
the first PC-21 in August 2018.

The Royal Flying Doctor Service of Australia (RFDS) shows how it’s done!  
In April, a customer’s PC-24 lands on a rough field runway for the first time.

The last of twelve PC-21s is handed over to the Royal Jordanian 
Air Force in April. 

The first apprentice successfully  
completes his training at Pilatus 
Business Aircraft Ltd. A total of eight 
apprentices joined our subsidiary in 
Broomfield in 2019, following a course 
modelled on the Swiss system of dual 
training. 

Delivery of the 50th PC-24 in October. 
The global fleet has already clocked 
up over 14,000 hours in the air and 
can be seen in the skies over every 
continent around the world.  

The Swiss government takes delivery of its PC-24 in February. 
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Delivery of the 200th PC-21 in May, to the Royal Australian 
Air Force. The final of a total of 49 PC-21s is handed over in 
November. 

The new Structure Assembly Hall with a production surface of 
11,000 square metres goes into operation at the headquarters 
in Switzerland. The C-frame riveting system now ensures partially 
automated structure assembly operations.

The PC-12 customer service programme wins the 
World’s Best Customer Service award for the 18th time 
in a row in the annual customer survey organised by 
Professional Pilot magazine.

Ground-breaking ceremony in the summer for Pilatus  
Australia Pty Ltd’s new own building at Adelaide Airport. 

The brand-new PC-12 NGX is unveiled at the NBAA-BACE in autumn. The 
positive customer reactions to this third generation of the world’s best 
turboprop have exceeded all expectations in the aviation industry. 

Delivery of the 1,700th PC-12 in November, by which 
date the total worldwide PC-12 fleet had notched up  
seven million hours in the air.
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With the Spanish Air Force, the Ejército del Aire, Pilatus 
gains the third European air force to opt for the PC-21 Next 
Generation Trainer. Pilatus will deliver a total of 24 PC-21s 
to Spain.

The first of six medevac PC-24s for Sweden completes its maiden flight from Buochs 
airfield on 22 July 2020. Thanks to the Super Versatile Jet, the KSA air ambulance 
service can provide aeromedical care for the entire population.

The PC-12 NGX simulator is certified by 
the US Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) in autumn 2020. 

The PC-24 obtains full rough-field certification in February 
2020, making it one of the most versatile and useful 
business jets.

Thanks to the PC-24, the North Slope Borough Search & Res-
cue Department from Alaska can operate in the most northerly 
region of the USA, even in challenging winter conditions. 

In June 2020, two new high-profile members of the Board of 
Directors are elected: Hansueli Loosli, former Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of Coop and Swisscom, and Lukas Gähwiler, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of UBS Schweiz AG.
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Hansueli Loosli is elected as the new 
Chairman of the Board of Directors at 
the Annual General Meeting. The AGM 
also elects a further two members: 
Martin P. Furrer and Mario Rossi. 

The French Air Force, the Armée de l’Air et de l’Espace, acquired 17 PC-21s in  
2017 to train its aspiring military pilots on the world’s most advanced training  
system. The Air Force buys a further nine PC-21s to reinforce its pilot training 
programme.

Pilatus achieves another milestone with the handover of  
the 1,800th PC-12. The PC-12’s flexibility makes it the  
world’s best-selling single-engine business aircraft in  
its class. 

Featuring technical innovations and new, state-of-the-art avionics, the launch of the 
smart PC-7 MKX Basic Trainer offers a first-class basic training platform for future 
military pilots.  

The Spanish Air Force, the Ejército del Aire, takes delivery of 
the first of 24 PC-21s, thereby integrating the world’s most 
advanced training system by Pilatus. 

Delivery of the 100th PC-24 in just under three years. PC-24s 
are deployed as medevac aircraft, for business travel and 
cargo transport. 
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Annette Rinck, Chairwoman and CEO of Leica Microsystems, is elected to the 
Pilatus Board of Directors at the Annual General Meeting in April. Lukas Gähwiler 
is appointed Vice Chairman. 

US-based Tradewind Aviation, provider of private charter and scheduled  
flights, signs a purchase agreement for 20 PC-12 NGXs in March 2022.  
With a newly expanded fleet of 38 aircraft, it is now the largest PC-12  
operator worldwide.

Given the growing demanding for the PC-24 and the PC-12 
NGX, Pilatus decides to invest in a state-of-the-art paintshop 
at its subsidiary’s site in Broomfield, USA. The facility opens 
in July 2022. 

In September 2022, Pilatus acquires Skytech Inc., the American 
Sales and Service Centre, as part of a pending succession 
plan. The entire workforce of around 120 employees remains 
with Pilatus. 

Pilatus moves closer to the digital  
workplace with the launch of a digital 
communication platform. The primary 
goals of the internal news app are to  
improve communication across the  
company and promote employer  
attractiveness.

Pilatus takes a further step towards climate neutrality  
with the commissioning of the largest solar power plant in 
canton Nidwalden. After the positive experience with the  
existing photovoltaic systems, Pilatus decides to install 
another 5000 solar modules on the newest “Aletschhorn” 
production hall. 
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In May, our longstanding U.S. customer PlaneSense takes delivery of the 
2000th PC-12 to come off the production line, with over 2000 employees  
celebrating this milestone together with the customer. During the same period, 
the worldwide PC-12 fleet achieves ten million hours in the air. 

In March, the Spanish Air Force acquires  
a further 16 PC-21s and associated  
simulators, making Spain the largest  
PC-21 operator in Europe. 

In July, former long-time CEO and Chairman of the  
Board of Directors, Oscar J. Schwenk, dies unexpectedly. 
He assumed responsibility for Pilatus in the 1990s –  
in times of crisis – and in the decades that followed 
transformed and built up the company into one of the 
most successful Swiss industrial enterprises. He was 
an outstanding, down-to-earth entrepreneur and an 
incredibly talented visionary. We have him and his team 
to thank for the PC-7 MkII, the PC-12, the PC-21 and 
the PC-24. They all bear his signature and will continue 
to draw his spirit in the sky, day after day. His values 
will live on in the company and the workforce will carry 
on his legacy, true to his motto: once Pilatus, always 
Pilatus!
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0Founded in 1939, Pilatus Aircraft Ltd develops and produces the world’s most 

unique aircraft: from the legendary PC-12, the best-selling single-engine turboprop 
in its class, to the PC-7 MKX and PC-21 and associated simulators, the market- 
leading systems for pilot training. The brand-new PC-24 is the world’s first ever 
business jet designed for use on short unprepared runways. The Pilatus team 
consists of over 2,500 exceptional employees who make the company, which is 
domiciled in Stans, one of the largest and most innovative employers in Central 
Switzerland. The Pilatus Group also includes independent subsidiaries in the 
USA and Australia. Pilatus provides training for over 140 apprentices in various 
professions – job training for young people has always been a very high priority. 
Pilatus remains committed to Switzerland as a hub for work and new ideas, and 
acts in a sustainable and environmentally-conscious manner at all times.


