MEDIA RELEASE
Stans, Switzerland, 31 January 2020

THE SPANISH AIR FORCE BUYS PC-21 TRAINING
SYSTEM INCLUDING 24 AIRCRAFT
The Spanish Air Force, Ejército del Aire, is the third European air force to
opt for the Swiss-produced PC-21, the Next Generation Trainer. Pilatus has
committed to delivering a total of 24 PC-21s to Spain. The single-engine
turboprop trainer aircraft will replace the Casa C-101 jet trainers used
since 1980.
The Ministry of Defence was looking for a new, highly efficient training
platform to provide advanced training for Spain’s future military pilots tasked
with protecting future generations. After a long and extremely professional
evaluation, Pilatus beat several prestigious competitors to win the tend er with
the PC-21. The contract, which is worth over 200 million euros, was signed
yesterday evening with the Spanish Dirección General de Armamento y
Material (DGAM). Comprising an integrated training system, the order includes
simulators developed and produced by Pilatus, spare parts and logistics
support in addition to the PC-21 aircraft.
Oscar J. Schwenk, Chairman of Pilatus, is enthusiastic about this major order
from Spain: “As a small Swiss aircraft manufacturer I’m delighted at our
repeated success in winning through over large, international competitors.
This result is proof that, with our PC-21, we can deliver the very best training
system in the world.”
Pilot training starts in 2021
The PC-21 will provide Spain with the most advanced training system currently
on offer, and will also deliver a cost-effective, ecologically viable training
platform. Experience with existing PC-21 customers has shown that the cost of
training for a military pilot can be reduced by over 50 percent with the PC -21.
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These single-engine turboprop aircraft require much less fuel than any
comparable jet trainer.
Oscar J. Schwenk commented further: “I’m delighted to see us win a new air
force to add to our existing customer portfolio. We shall provide Ejército del
Aire with the first-class customer service they are entitled to expect from
Pilatus. Bienvenidos a Pilatus y muchas gracias por elegir el PC -21 – viva
España!”
About the PC-21 success model
For years, people believed that single-engine turboprops would never replace
jet trainers. But with defence budgets coming under increasing pressure, air
forces are looking for new ways of managing and maintaining their complex
systems in mission-ready condition. Seeking to support this change, Pilatus
developed performance-related services specifically tailored to the PC-21
Training System. The goal is to ensure an affordable product to match the
performance criteria defined by air force customers. That is achieved by
providing a highly sophisticated and integrated service package in line with
current air force requirements.
Prestigious air forces around the world have chosen the cost -effective, highly
efficient training platform created by Pilatus. They are the proof that the PC -21
is the training system of the future. Since 2006, with the order for Spain,
Pilatus has already sold 235 PC-21s to nine air forces – including Singapore,
Switzerland, the United Arab Emirates, France and Australia.
Photos of the PC-21 are available to download at
www.pilatus-aircraft.com/photos.
Further media information is available from:
Oscar J. Schwenk, Chairman
Pilatus Aircraft Ltd, Stans, Switzerland
Phone: +41 41 619 62 05
E-mail: oscar.schwenk@pilatus-aircraft.com

www.pilatus-aircraft.com
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Founded in 1939, Pilatus Aircraft Ltd is the only Swiss company to develop, produce and sell
aircraft to customers around the world: from the legendary Pilatus Porter PC -6 to the bestselling single-engine turboprop in its class, the PC-12, and the PC-21, the training system of
the future. The latest aircraft is the PC-24 – the world’s first ever business jet for use on
short unprepared runways. Domiciled in Stans, the company is certified to ISO 14001 in
recognition of its efforts for the environment. The Pilatus Group includes two independent
subsidiaries in Broomfield (Colorado, USA) and Adelaide (Australia). With over 2,000
employees at its headquarters, Pilatus is one of the largest employers in Central Switzerland.
Pilatus provides training for about 130 apprentices in 13 different professions – job training
for young people has always been a very high priority at Pilatus.

